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Department of Mechanlcal and Electro-Mechanical Engineering, NSYSU

Rules and Regulations for Doctoral Qualifying Examination and Degree Examination
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The “Rules and Regulations for Doctoral Qualifying Examination and Degree Examination” of
Department of Mechanic and Electro-Mechanical Engineering, NSYSU (hereinafter referred to
as the Rules and Regulations) are based on the Ministry of Education’s "Degree Conferral
Law" as well as National Sun Yat Sen University’s "Student Rules", "Graduate Degree
Examination Rules and Regulations”, "Implementation Guidelines for the Qualifying
Examination of Ph. D. Candidates" and "Guidelines for Direct Admission into Ph.D. Program."
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Before students complete all the credits for graduation, students must be in campus at
least 3 days per week (at least 8 hours per day) for course or research.
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Study Duration: In accordance with the Ministry of Education regulations, students are
permitted to study in the program for two to seven years (periods of retainment of student
status and suspensions not included).
(z) A~ +#4& % 332 K Course and Credit Requirements :
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Students’ course selections must be approved by research supervisors and the
department chair.
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Seminar courses are compulsory for two semesters and are not accounted in
graduating credits.
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Ph.D students must complete the requwed core courses, at least a total of 18 credits

(not include seminar course) at least 3 months before Doctoral Dissertation Proposal
Evaluation and pass the qualifying examination to graduate.

The minimum requirement of graduation credits for bachelor degree new graduates
who would like to apply for direct admission to doctoral programs is 36 credits. The
minimum requirement of graduation credits for current master students had already
studied for one year and would like to apply for direct admission to doctoral programs
is 30. (For bachelor students who apply for direct admission to doctoral program, the
graduate courses taken during bachelor study can be waived. For master students who
apply for direct admission to doctoral program, the graduate courses taken during
bachelor study can be waived. The maximum credits for waiving is 12. The seminar
course can be excluded.)
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Minimum requirements for English ability: Official proof of TOEFL CBT 173 or
High-lntermediate level of GEPT or the same level of English proficiency (refer to the
listiFoscfe 2 OB AR EAZRPAEIFTL LA REHR LGS FHEL)IS
required. Or students can take at least 3 credits’ intermediate level General English
course opened by Department of Foreign Languages and Literature or 3 credits’
English Reading for Science and Technology course opened by college. The passing
score of above course should be over 70.
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International interaction: Native students must finish one of the following
international interaction activities before apply for Doctoral Degree Examination (oral
defense)
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Spent at least three months abroad to be exchange students or carry out research in a
university or research institute.
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Receive joint dual-degree from National Sun Yat-sen University’s international
partner universities.
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Presented papers in English at international academic conferences at least twice (also
applicable to students admitted prior to the 2025 academic year who are still enrolled).
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A doctoral student must select a research supervisor by the end of the first semester and
submit a written notice to the department with consent of the research supervisor. For
students who fail to select supervisors by the end of the first semester, their respective
divisions shall hold affairs meetings to review the cases.
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A doctoral student requiring a change of supervisor must receive consent from both the
former and the new research supervisors. The new research supervisor must be a
faculty member within the same division.
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If a research supervisor resigns or retires, students must be co-supervised by a faculty
member of the same division.
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Spouse and third-degree relatives by blood or marriage of a doctor’s student may not be
the research supervisor or exam committee members.
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Only students who have enrolled for 2 years can apply for division transfer (periods of
suspensions not included). Division transfer need approval of both divisions’ professors
after meeting. After transfer division, students still need to complete the qualifying

examination within 3 years after enrollment. Students can only apply division transfer
once during study period.
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Students co-supervised by faculty outside of the department must receive approvals
from their research supervisors within the department. Students must apply to the

department at least one year before the degree examination. The department’s teaching
committee shall review the application.
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The requirement of Qualifying Examination includes taking 2 core courses in division
and 1 core course out of division.
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Standard of the Qualifying Examination: pass 3 selective courses receiving grades of 70
and rank in top 50% or grades of A. The amount of students taking the course must be at
least 3 people.
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A doctoral student must pass the Qualifying Examination within 5 years from enrollment.
Students who have not passed the examination shall be expelled from the Ph. D. program.
Students who would like to apply for the Qualifying Examination, please apply and hand
in the transcript one month before new semester begin. After receiving the approval of the
department’s teaching committee and division meeting, the student will be qualified as
doctoral candidate. The list of doctoral candidate will be sent to Office of Academic
Affairs for future reference
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The publication shall be accepted to publish by the domestic or foreign journal with
review system and cannot publish repeat. The standard of the journal shall be approved by
doctoral student thesis review committee. The doctoral students’ publication with our
department and supervisor shall be SCIE and with one of the following requirement:
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One SCIE journal.
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Publish two SCIE short papers or two EI short papers abroad. Or publish two EI full
papers domestically.
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Publish one SCIE short paper abroad and one EI short paper domestically.
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The publication before enrollment or unrelated to thesis or without the supervisor cannot

be counted in the amount of publication.
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The student must be listed as the first author with the exception of the student’s
SUpervisor or co-supervisor.
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The doctoral students shall be qualified with doctoral candidate and pass (1) the minimum
course requirement (2) the minimum of publication requirement and receive an agreement
from the supervisor to apply for Dissertation Proposal Evaluation. (The above evaluation
can be held at the same time which depends on supervisor.) In the dissertation, please list
the published scholarly journals and the relevance between thesis and journals.
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Doctoral Dissertation Proposal Evaluation committees are formed by five or more
faculties (division faculty shall be more than 1/2 committees) recommended by supervisor.
Committee shall be assistant professor, or associate professor, or professor in or outside
the department. After approval by the department chairman, the chairman shall assign
committee members.
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The evaluation is conducted by oral and shall be approved by two third of attended
committees.
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Students do not pass Doctoral Dissertation Proposal Evaluation can re-apply for
evaluation again after revision and receive agreement from supervisor.
= ~ 1% L 8 =¥ & Doctoral Degree Examination :
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After pass Doctoral Dissertation Proposal Evaluation, students must be recommended by
advisor to apply for Doctoral Degree Examination (oral defense) before deadline
according to National Sun Yat-sen University Academic Year Calendar. If there is
any part need to be modified, please submit related files to department office at
least 10 days before Doctoral Degree Examination (oral defense).
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Before doctoral degree examination, students must prepare thesis and list the published
scholarly journals and the relevance between thesis and journals.
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Members of a degree examination committee are based on five to nine recommendations
made by a research supervisor according to “National Sun Yat-sen University
Implementation bylaws for Ph.D. and Master Degree Examination.” Recommendations
who are not professors, associate professors, assistant professors, and academicians,
researchers, associate researchers, or assistant researchers of Academia Sinica must be
approved by the department’s faculty evaluation committee. At least one third of
examination committee members must meet paragraph 1 and 2 of article 13 of “National
Sun Yat-sen University Implementation bylaws for Ph.D. and Master Degree
Examination”. Examination committee members (and the convener) must be approved by
the department chair and chosen by the president. The convener is recommended by the
research supervisor and approve by the department chair. The research supervisor may
not be the convener.
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The exam committee members must personally attend the meeting and not through
proxies. At least two-thirds of the members and at least five members must be in
attendance for the examination to be held.
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Students, who do not pass the examination but are still within their study duration limits,
may reapply for another examination in the following semester or school year. Only one
re-sit is permitted. Students who do not pass the second examination will be forced to
withdrawal from their studies.
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Students who meet the above-mentioned conditions may apply for graduation.
A~ L2 Theses :
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A. Theses must be detected by two steps. Students must hand in theses draft and plagiarism

detection result to exam committee members to review. After students pass examination,
when doing graduation procedure, students must hand in =~ “f& £] 4" 2 % 3p 2
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Declaration of academic ethics”
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B.  Originality of thesis must be detected by current academic year of NSYSU Plagiarism
Detection Checker. The part need to be detected does not include introduction, reference,
table of contents, etc. The detection of result must to be lower than 12%. If it is over,
students must ask supervisor to sign and make sure no plagiarism to meet the
requirement.
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Ph.D student who have the bellow behavior shall be dropped out after approval from the department
affairs meeting.
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Violate regulation in qualifying examination.
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A. A student’s academic work has forged, plagiarized, or pirated contents.
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B. A student has threatened the research supervisor to gain permission to apply for the
doctoral degree examination.
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A student is prosecuted and given a prison sentence.

ORI ARAR U AR AR ERRPLT @ A SR DY R 5l APFE gk
I RFRL  RAARAZLY FFI- TG e
Students with concerns against the present regulations may file, with approval from the
research supervisor, complaints to department affairs meeting for evaluation. Similar concerns
may only be filed once.
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The present regulations shall be implemented following approvals of department affairs
meeting and college affairs meeting as well as authorization of the president. The same
procedure shall be carried out when amendments are to be made.
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For the avoidance of doubt in English version regulation, Chinese version will be prevailing.



